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Welcome back!


Welcome back to all our families. We hope that everybody had a great summer break and that everyone is ready for another year of learning in Killina National School. We are delighted to welcome everyone back and we are looking forward to working together again this year.


We want to give a very special welcome to our new Junior Infants: Oisín, Mark, Hugo, Ciarán, David, Orán, Alannah, Amelia, Leah, Mikey, Pauric and Ava and we know that all of our boys and girls will help them to settle into our school. We have lots of fun and exciting activities planned for this year in our school and we know that 2018-2019 is going to be a fantastic year for us all.


 


Kind regards,


Dominic Tyrrell


School Principal 





School Website


We want to remind parents that we now have a new school website. The address is � HYPERLINK "http://www.killinans.com/" �www.killinans.com�. We will be sharing news from our school on a regular basis so please keep a close eye on the website.


 


School Calendar


We issued the school calendar before the summer holidays. As we are a proud Green School, we have put the school calendar up onto our website so that you can keep an eye on important dates in our calendar. There may be some changes/updates (Communion, Confirmation etc…) to our calendar throughout the year and we will keep you well informed.
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6th September 2018





Our New Caretaker


We want to give a very special welcome to our new caretaker, Mr. Daithí Fox. He started with us at the end of August and has been doing an amazing job around the place. He wants us all to be proud of our beautiful school.  We want to wish him the very best on his journey with us and we really look forward to working with him.





School Jerseys


We want to say a very special thank you to one of our parents, Richard O’ Brien, who kindly sourced donations from two companies (Park Developments Group & Cosgrove Electrical Ltd) to allow us to purchase jerseys. The jerseys are currently on the production line and we can’t wait to wear them with pride. Thanks a million Richard and we hope to lift a cup or two wearing these jerseys. Cill an Fheadha abú!!!





Insurance


Insurance forms are being sent home this week. If you wish to avail of the Pupil Insurance, please fill in the form and return it to your child’s teacher along with the required fee.
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Attendance


Some of you will remember that I mentioned the importance of school attendance at the End of Year mass. I want to remind all families that we need our boys and girls to have regular attendance in school so that we can track their progress and challenge them further. If for some reason your child is unable to attend school, please send a note into the class teacher on his/her return. Absence notes in the school journal should be used and a sick note from a doctor should be provided for prolonged absences. As a school we are mandated to report attendance concerns to Tusla (Child Welfare).





School Self-Evaluation


We are always striving to improve the learning experiences of our students in Killina National School and this year will be no different. This year we hope to foster a love for Irish among our students and to improve their ability to use this beautiful language. Before we do this, we will be sending a survey home to parents to hear about your thoughts on how Irish is approached in your home and in school. This is not a test so panic over!! We simply want your feedback so that we can adapt how we approach the teaching of Irish in our school. Could you please return the survey as soon as is possible so that we can start to put all of the data together. Many thanks (





PE Days


Please wear school tracksuit and runners on PE days.  PE days are as follows:


Junior & Senior Infants: Tuesday & Thursday


1st & 2nd Class: Wednesday & Friday


3rd & 4th Class: Tuesday


5th & 6th Class: Thursday  











 Newsletter Name Competition





We are setting the boys and girls the challenge of naming our school newsletter. The children are asked to give the newsletter a catchy name that represents our school in some way. Closing date for entries is Monday 10thSeptember 2018. Once we have our entries in, we will narrow it down to five possibilities and the children will vote on the winner. We look forward to seeing what they can come up with (





Parent’s Association AGM


The Parent Association plays a very important role in our school life. We are really looking forward to a great year of working together. The AGM will be held in the school on Monday 10th September at 8pm in the school. All help, ideas and support welcome. This excellent group of parents are always looking for ways to 


improve our school and with that, are always looking for extra hands to help out. If you can spare some time, please come along and join the team.





Art and Crafts Money


Please remember to pay your child’s Art & Crafts money as soon as possible. Fees are €35 (Infants) and €40 (1st to 6th – including test materials). This money allows us to buy art materials, subject resources, pay for photocopying etc… It is imperative that all families pay this money. We will issue receipts to those who have paid and reminders will be issued to those who have not paid by end of September. When sending money into a teacher please put money in a sealed envelope and write the child’s name, class and amount enclosed on the outside of the envelope.
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School Hours


The school will open to receive pupils at 9.10am.  No responsibility is accepted for pupils arriving before this time. The bell goes at 9.20am.


Children must use the side door at 9.10am to gain entry.  After 9.30am parents/visitors must ring bell at front door.  Please do not come through front door before 9.30am.


Parents/Guardians are asked not to disturb the children or the teacher in the morning or during the course of the day.


Classes will end each day at 2pm for Infants and 3pm for 1st to 6th class.


Parents/Guardians who wish to have their children escorted home should make their own arrangements to have them met at the school as the school cannot accept responsibility for looking after children after school hours.





The Active School Flag


Our school will be participating in The Active Flag competition this academic year. The Active School Flag initiative is a Department of Education and Skills initiative supported by Healthy Ireland which aims to get more schools, more active, more often. It is awarded to schools that strive to achieve a physically educated and physical active school community. Active School Flag forms part of the National Physical Activity Plan and the Healthy Ireland vision where everyone can enjoy physical and mental and well-being to their full potential, and where well-being is valued and supported at every level of society and is everyone’s responsibility.


We elected our Fit Squad last April. Members of the Fit Squad are: Amelia Owen, Aoibheann Mc Loughlin, Amy Farrell, Molly Mullholland, Andrew Lott and Sean Cumiskey.


We look forward to our Active year ahead!








School Communication


Communication is something that is very important in order to create positive home-school links. We have a few approaches in place to facilitate this:


Please use the homework journal (1st – 6th Class) to communicate with your child’s teacher.  Teachers may also use the journal to communicate with parents/guardians.


Infant parents/guardians can send in a note to Mrs. O’ Sullivan.


Our school website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.killinans.com/" �www.killinans.com�) will have regular school updates.


Please look out for our Newsletter which is sent out a few times each term.


Please keep the school informed if you change your mobile number.  We use text-a-parent frequently.


Parent-Teacher meetings are held in November.


Children receive written reports at the end of the school year.


Please make an appointment with the secretary if you want to speak to classroom teacher/ principal in relation to important matters.





Swimming


Swimming lessons will be starting at the end of September for 5th and 6th class. These lessons are part of the PE curriculum and are compulsory for all students. We will send home more information about this next week. 





Confirmation


Our confirmation will be held on the afternoon of March 7th 2019.  We will share more details when we have them.
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Many thanks to Isabelle O’Brien’s family and Zoey and Imogen Doyle’s family for the amazing bird tables which they have constructed and painted beautifully for us, over the summer holidays. Thanks to the O’Shaughnessy’s and Dooley’s for looking after our flower garden over the summer. Also a big thank you to the O’Shaughnessy family for the flowers. The birds will be well cared for in Killina this Winter.  


A big thank you to all the families and community members who donate clothes our Clothes Collection.  Our next collection will be in October, followed by collections on February and May 2019.Your support is much appreciated.


 We will continue to monitor our progress on the four previous themes for Green Schools.  Our committee members work on an ongoing basis to ensure that progress is maintained. 


The Litter Wardens, Tara (6th class last year) and Joey conduct pick – ups.  Our Compost Crew, Caitlin and Isabelle look after composting in our school. 


 Our Vampire Hunters, Sara and Callum monitor our efforts to conserve energy and check that lights and appliances are switched off when not in use. They also look after Battery recycling. Our Drip Police, Cédhla and Lexi monitor water usage and check for dripping taps. We endeavor to travel to school using sustainable transport where possible and safe e.g. cycling, walking and carpooling. 


 Our new school website contains lots of information in our Green Schools Blog, on the four previous themes of Recycling, Energy, Water and Transport.


We have a very busy and exciting year ahead on our green school’s calendar.











Green Schools





We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead with our work on Biodiversity.  Work began on this theme last September.  We elected a new committee who have been busy raising awareness about the importance of biodiversity in our world.  Pupils have been busy identifying and mapping areas of biodiversity in our school grounds.  We collected and identified wild flowers in the school grounds.  We built a large bug hotel to provide a home for a diverse range of minibeasts.  We planted vegetables in our garden and potted beautiful flowers in window boxes and next to our buddy bench.


We had a very successful visit by our parent beekeepers Zsuzsanna & Christopher Furey who gave the children an insight into the art of bee-keeping.


Now in year two of our programme we plan to compose a Biodiversity code, undertake minibeast hunts, update our biodiversity school maps, erect bird tables, engage in bird watching, complete bird surveys, learn more about native plants, birds and minibeasts   etc.  We encourage everyone to support this work in our efforts to secure our fifth green flag for Biodiversity. All going well, we will apply for this flag in Spring 2019. This is a whole school effort and we are delighted to see pupils, parents and staff getting behind this project. 


A huge thank you to all the parents who collected material for our bug hotel, to Ciara Clancy for hardworking efforts to clean up our vegetable garden which had become overgrown during the building project.  Already this year parents have come onboard with support for our Bird Project.  








